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New Newsletters

Welcome to the first of the new series of monthly newsletters from 3SL!

These newsletters will provide information on 3SL products and services, and on general requirements management and systems engineering topics.

We are strongly opposed to spam e-mails (like you perhaps, we receive dozens of the things each day) and we do not want to contribute to this abuse of the Internet. You have received this newsletter either because you contacted 3SL directly, or because you have opted-in to a mailing list that 3SL uses. Our policy is not to send unwanted e-mails. To unsubscribe from our list, click here.

For a formatted version of this newsletter, including screenshots, click here.

New Website

We are pleased to announce that the 3SL website has been completely revised and updated. It features an enlarged set of Cradle product descriptions, new product topics, a revised reference section, a comprehensive set of Cradle manuals, a set of Cradle software downloads, and a new on-line support facility:

You can create your own login account in the website, then use this login account in the website’s Support area to download Cradle collateral or manuals, and the latest Cradle software.

From now on, the easiest way to get the latest Cradle software is: download it!
If you are a 3SL customer you can also view the current status of your support calls, and you can log new support calls through the website if you have been nominated a representative for your site.

Visit www.threesl.com and create your login account now!

· If you’re having problems creating a login account in our website, or want more information, send an e-mail to 3SL support by clicking here.

· To be nominated as a Cradle customer, create your account, then e-mail 3SL support by clicking here, and be sure to tell us your login username.

· To be nominated as a Cradle site representative, create your account, e-mail 3SL support by clicking here, and be sure to tell us your login username.

Promotions

As a special offer, we will provide one free 3-day Cradle training class for up to 8 students for all qualifying Purchase Orders received by 3SL by 15th March 2003. To qualify, the order must include Cradle licences worth $50K (North America) or £35K (elsewhere) or more. The free class must be held at your offices within 6 months of placing the order with 3SL. This offer is limited to one class per company, and excludes instructor travel and subsistence/per diem expenses.

Need Help?

If you have any problems with your Cradle evaluation, or your Cradle system, please contact support – we want to hear from you! Send an e-mail by to our support team by clicking here.

We can offer support direct to your desktop through a webinar. You don’t need any special software, just a PC with a web browser and access to the Internet.

If you’ve a problem, we can display one of our Cradle systems directly onto your desktop, or yours onto ours (if you allow it). You can then show us the problem by driving this Cradle system, and we’ll show you how to fix it!

We can set up these webinars instantly, at any time, so please don’t struggle with a problem, get in touch with us and we can solve it together!

Document Publisher

A new Document Publisher has been released that allows user-defined documents to be created from Word templates. If you haven’t seen the Document Publisher, then create a login account in our new website, go to the Downloads area, and get it!

The Document Publisher works directly with your existing Word templates. You simply take one of your existing templates, and insert markers into it that are replaced by information from your Cradle database. The Document Publisher inserts these markers for you based on options that you select.

You generate a document with the Document Publisher by starting it, logging in to your project, selecting the template to generate, and starting the generation process. The Document Publisher copies your Word template into the final document, section by section, interpreting the embedded markers. Each marker causes a query to your Cradle database to retrieve items (including diagrams) that are added into the final Word document as paragraphs, new sections, tables or table cells. You can follow arbitrarily complex sets of cross-references to produce the output, especially when generating complex tables. You can embed diagrams in the output document too. As the document is produced, entries are automatically added into the Contents, List of Tables, and List of Figures sections of your template, so that the finished document is completely self-referencing.

Generating documents from Cradle has never been easier!

If you need more information, e-mail 3SL sales by clicking here.

If you have already purchased Cradle-DOC licences – such as the Document Printer tool – then you can use the Document Publisher free! Document Publisher is part of the Cradle-DOC (Document Generator) licence – so if you’re not using it yet, then you’re missing out on some super free stuff!
Tables

Most of the documents and deliverables that you will produce in any requirements management or systems engineering project involve tables of one sort or another, such as:

· Requirements traceability matrices

· Performance verification matrices

· Verification cross reference matrices

Cradle WorkBench can generate tables of any size and any complexity!

Want to show the test results for each test of each verification objective of each requirement in a nested table? No problem! Need to show which functions have been allocated to each subsystem, and the review status of each? Easy!

WorkBench can show the items that are cross-referenced to a given item as a set of rows nested within that item’s row in the table. If you want to show items that are cross-referenced to these items, then a further level of nested rows is produced. You can continue this nesting as needed, and you can have any number of different sets of nested rows within a table. You can show any of the attributes of these cross-referenced items inside the nested rows, by using an appropriate view for each level. You can also show the attributes of the cross references that link the items. So, you can include items A, the cross-referenced items B, and details from the cross-references between A and B. This ability applies at all levels of nesting in the table.

You can export these tables to Word, to Excel and to web browsers and include them directly as finished documents. WorkBench even provides a set of table styles, so the tables can be used as is.

If you haven’t seen how to exploit nested tables, click here and we’ll show you!

Coloured Diagrams

Colour can be a valuable addition to any analysis, architecture or design diagram. It can be used to show any desired characteristic of the functions, classes, data entities or equipments, such as their maturity, which subsystem they belong to, or who is responsible for them.

You can control the foreground and background colours of any or all of the symbols on any or all of your diagrams. You can define coloursets, named pairs of foreground and background colours, and use these coloursets to rapidly add consistent colours to any part(s) of your diagrams.

Colouring symbols is easy and fast. You can colour an individual symbol, or all the symbols of a given type, or all symbols between a pair of points on the diagram, or all selected symbols. You can pick up colours from existing symbols and apply them to others.

Using the branch select operations in diagrams with timelines, you can easily colour all symbols in a branch with a single mouse click.

All of your colours are preserved through import and export, and – naturally – are reproduced when you print diagrams, through PostScript, RTF, or MIF and when you print to SVG (Scalable Vector Graphics) to display diagrams for the web.

Images and Pictures

A picture tells a thousand words, according to the saying, and you can now use any GIF or JPEG image in any of your Cradle diagrams.

You can either embed pictures in the diagrams to add meaning and explanation, or you can replace diagram symbols by images. So, your DFD processes can be an image, similarly for FFBD functions or data items, or classes in class diagrams, or equipments in architecture diagrams, and so on. You can resize images once you have added them.

Any symbol can be replaced by an image. The symbol keeps its name and any number that it may have. It keeps its properties, and so can be expanded, collapsed or defined as before.

You can use one of your own images, or use the extensive image library provided with Cradle. This library includes image galleries for people, vehicles, country maps, flags, buildings, communications, furniture, industry, office, a wide range of military galleries (aircraft, ships, submarines, tanks, helicopters, missiles, AFVs, artillery and so on), and lots more.

All images are preserved when you import or export diagrams, and are reproduced when you print them.

Embedded images are very useful for C4ISR, and for architecture diagrams. They are invaluable in business process modelling, where they can be used to illustrate the process elements by pictures of the people, departments, or activities involved.

API

Cradle has always been open, providing a range of facilities to access the data in your project databases. These facilities have now been dramatically expanded by the introduction of an Application Programming Interface (API) to Cradle.

Supported on both UNIX and Windows for C and C++, and on Windows for VB and VBA, the API provides full read-write access to the contents of any project database.

You can use the API to simply extract information from the database to process it in a specific way, or to feed it into another tool, or you can use the API to create and update items in the database. You can use the API to create bridges to other tools, by combining the Cradle API and the API of the other product.

The API provides all of the interfaces that you need to create your own applications that exploit the power and flexibility of the Cradle database engine.

You have full control over all attributes of database items, including all categories and all frames, including frames containing non-textual data, frames of project-specific frame types, and frames that are stored externally to the Cradle database (in files, at URLs or within external environments).

If you want more information on the Cradle API, click here.
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