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3SL Newsletters

Welcome to the 10th in the series of monthly newsletters from 3SL!

These newsletters will provide information on 3SL products and services, and on general requirements management and systems engineering topics.

For a formatted version of this newsletter, including screenshots and figures, click here.

3SL Website

The 3SL website, with its descriptions, topics, manuals, downloads, its reference and on-line support for Cradle is your main point of contact with 3SL. Please bookmark the site and visit regularly, we update the site every month!

The easiest way to get the latest Cradle software is: download it!
Visit www.threesl.com and create your login account now!

· If you need help creating a login account, or want more information, click here
· To be nominated as a Cradle customer, create your account, then e-mail 3SL support by clicking here, and be sure to tell us your login username

· To be nominated as a Cradle site representative, create your account, e-mail 3SL support by clicking here, and be sure to tell us your login username

Need Help?

If you have any problems with your Cradle system or evaluation we want to hear from you! E-mail our support team by clicking here.

We can offer support direct to your desktop through a webinar, all you need is a PC with a web browser and Internet access.

If you’ve a problem, we can display one of our Cradle systems directly onto your desktop, or yours onto ours (if you allow it). You can then show us the problem by driving this Cradle system, and we’ll show you how to fix it!

We can set up these webinars instantly, at any time, so please don’t struggle with a problem, get in touch with us and we can solve it together!

New Release

We are pleased to announce that a new Cradle upgrade has been released! This new version, the Cradle November 2003 upgrade, Cradle 4.0U329, provides a wide range of new enhancements, including:

Data Capture and Manipulation

· New support for Unicode (international language support) in WorkBench and both the Word and Excel plug-ins (Korean, Chinese and so on)

· New support for GIF and JPEG images in frames of database items, the ability to display these images directly in toolset editor sessions and WorkBench views and forms, and the ability to directly manipulate (load, delete and store) such binary and image data to/from frames through a new WorkBench Frames menu

· Extension to the Word plug-in so that it can capture multiple frames per item based on a user-definable mapping between paragraph styles in the document and frames of the item

· New Latest selection mechanism for exports and queries, that selects a work-in-progress instance (non-baseline) instance of an item where it exists, and the baselined instance otherwise

· A project option to disable the pending delete mechanism whereby items can be recovered after they have been deleted

Methodology and Modelling

· Upgrade Cradle’s UML support to version 1.5

· Add new Diagram options when drawing and renaming symbols in diagrams that allows symbols to be named and numbered directly from items that already exist in the database (such as a set of specifications that have been imported form an external source)

· New Inputs and Outputs picture bars in toolset Specification Editor, colour coded to show which inputs / outputs exist in the specification, do not exist in the specification, and exist in the specification but do not need to

System Administration

· Support for, and supply of, new public domain X servers for PC installations

· Support for the IBM AIX version 5.1 and later operating systems

· New support for silent (remote) installations in the Cradle Windows installer

Tables

· New option for exporting tables to HTML and RTF that allows them to be sorted easily within Excel

UI

· New right mouse button context-sensitive popup menus in all toolset editors

· New use of colour to distinguish items that are pending delete in lists

· Improvement in appearance of all selection lists in the toolset

· New set of Links menus in all toolset editors and right mouse button popups to include selectable lists of linked items in cascade menus

User Administration

· A project option to disable a user profile after 3 failed login attempts

· New automatic disconnect facility in the Cradle Database Server (CDS) which will automatically disconnect (and thereby release item locks and licences) for any client (toolset or WorkBench or web session) that has been idle for too long (you can control this timeout interval)

Web Publisher

· A new set of themes for the Web Publisher, with a graphical display of each, so you have more choices when publishing websites without needing to define your own set of templates

· Layout improvements in Web Publisher web pages, and addition of a full screen display mode for diagrams in Web Publisher output

Existing Cradle customers’ site representatives should have already received the announcement e-mail for this exciting new Cradle release, if not, please click here.

Downloads

Updated Cradle software downloads for all UNIX and Windows platforms are in the Downloads area of our website. To get them, login to our website with your login account, go to the Downloads area in the Support section, and download:

· The upgrade release notes for the new version

· The appropriate installation guide (basic installation instructions are also in the upgrade release notes)

· The appropriate software filesets for your Cradle installation

If you haven’t yet created a login account, visit our website and register now!

Embedding Word and Excel Documents

Do you need to embed Word or Excel documents into items in a Cradle database?

Perhaps you need to include test report documents into test items, or to have cost analyses within your requirements, or to simply include customer letters and faxes.

All items in a Cradle database contain attributes, either pre-defined, categories or frames. Each frame can store up to 1 TByte, and you can have any number of them in an item. Most frames store text, but you can store any kind of data in a frame. To store non-text data, you create a frame type, and then create frames of this type.

We supply WORD and EXCEL frame types already, so all you do is use them!

For example, to extend your project schema with WorkBench to store Word test reports in frames called REPORT into your TEST items, you:

7. Login to WorkBench as a user who has PROJECT privilege

Select Admin → Project Setup
8. Select the Item Types tab, select the TEST item type, and select Frames…
9. In the Frame Setup dialogue, enter REPORT as the new frame’s name and select Add to add it to the list

Select the new REPORT frame in the frames list, and choose WORD from the Type combo box to set the frame’s type

10. Select OK to close the Frame Setup dialogue and select Apply and OK to close the Project Setup tool

The equivalent procedure for Cradle toolset is:

11. Login to Cradle as a user who has PROJECT privilege

Select Admin → Project Setup
12. In the Items tab, select the System Notes tab, select the TEST item type, and select Frames…
13. In the Frame Setup dialogue, enter REPORT as the new frame’s name and select Add to add it to the list

Select the new REPORT frame in the frames list, and select Edit to display the Frame Details dialogue

14. Select the menu button for the Type field and choose WORD, and select OK and then OK to close the Frame Setup dialogue and select Save and Close to close the Project Setup tool

Of course, you only need to do this once, from WorkBench or toolset. There is only one schema for the project and both toolset and WorkBench update it!

This does not add a REPORT frame to your TEST items, it creates the opportunity for any or all TEST items to have a REPORT frame, and it they do, the REPORT frames will be Word documents held in the project database. If you had selected the Mandatory checkbox in the Frame Setup dialogue, then Cradle tools would have forced items to each contain a REPORT frame.

To actually create a REPORT frame in a TEST item, just edit the frame through a toolset editor session, or as a column in a WorkBench view, or as an attribute in a WorkBench form, just as you would for any other piece of information. Cradle tools will launch Word automatically to manipulate the contents of the REPORT frames.

Use the same process to embed any number of Excel spreadsheets as frames in items in your database.

You can also reference Word and Excel documents from the Cradle database, as files, as URLs or as items in external environments.

SysML

3SL is pleased to announce its intention to contribute towards the development of the SysML systems engineering extensions to the UML 2.0 specification. 3SL has joined the SysML development group, and is pleased to be part of this collection of academic, industry and tool vendor organisations.

For further information on the SyML group, visit: http://www.sysml.org/
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