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3SL Newsletters

These newsletters provide details of 3SL products and services, and information on general requirements management and systems engineering topics.

For a formatted version of this newsletter, including screenshots and figures, click here.

3SL Website

The 3SL website, with its product descriptions, topics, manuals, downloads, references and on-line support for Cradle is your main point of contact with 3SL. Please bookmark the site and visit regularly; the site has just taken on a new look!

The easiest way to get the latest Cradle software is: download it!
Visit www.threesl.com and create your login account now!

· If you need help creating a login account, or want more information, click here
· To be nominated as a Cradle customer, create your account, then e-mail 3SL support by clicking here, and be sure to tell us your login username

· To be nominated as a Cradle site representative, create your account, e-mail 3SL support by clicking here, and be sure to tell us your login username

Need Help?

If you have any problems with your Cradle system or evaluation we want to hear from you! E-mail our support team by clicking here.

We can offer support direct to your desktop through a webinar; all you need is a PC with a web browser and Internet access.

If you have a problem, we can display one of our Cradle systems directly onto your desktop, or yours onto ours (if you allow it). You can then show us the problem by driving this Cradle system, and we’ll show you how to fix it!

We can set up these webinars immediately, at any time, so please don’t struggle with a problem, get in touch with us and we can solve it together!

Cradle-5.1

3SL is delighted to announce the release of Cradle-5.1. This is our second major Cradle release in the last six months, developed primarily in response to requests or suggestions by our users to upgrade or enhance Cradle’s database and user interface features. Some of the changes are summarised below – categorised by Cradle module. For further information please read our What’s New Online Guide, or refer to the Cradle-5.1 Release Notes which can be downloaded from our website.

For Windows, the file to download from our website is: Cradle51_Setup.exe
For UNIX, please download the boot and core.Z filesets, and then the fileset appropriate to your architecture, either:

· hp700_10 or hp800_10 for HP-UX 10.20 or later

· ibm4 for AIX 4.2

· ibm5 for AIX 5.1 or later

· linux-ia32 for linux versions explained further on in this newsletter

· sparc for SunOS 4.1.4

· sparcs2 for Solaris 2.5.1 or later

Cradle-PDM (Product Data Management) Changes

8. For current users, we have changed InstallShield to cope with multiple database converters between different versions of Cradle 4.0 to 5.1.

9. A new heartbeat mechanism has been added that reliably detects dead/no longer existing clients and automatically releases all licences and item locks held by these clients.

10. Users within a project now benefit from any Project Setup change immediately.

11. We have supplied changes to the Hierarchy Interface Diagram (HID) to:

12. Create and save a hierarchy definition file that defines the type of database items to be displayed and which attributes are to be displayed in the boxes, along with layout options such as attribute shading and separator lines.

13. Provide an option to use a previously saved hierarchy definition file when creating a new HID.

14. Remove all HID-related user preferences and replace with a default HID definition name and location.

15. Add an option when saving Cross Referencer HIDs that controls whether a saved and reloaded HID is static or dynamic.

16. Add a pivoting capability so that you may specify a level under which the subtree under the pivot node is drawn in the opposite direction.

17. Optionally add shading to each item attribute in a HID.

18. There is a new default definitions area that is used to initialise all new projects when created.

Cradle Toolset (General) Changes

We have provided numerous updates to the Toolset related to creating or modifying existing table styles and titles when exporting tables (i.e. creating RTF or HTML files) or generating metrics. To create these files in Toolset, you use the Print List to Table option.

CSV is now a supported option when exporting tables.

Cradle-SYS (System Modelling) Changes

We have provided significant improvements to the graphical model definition and editing capabilities in the Cradle SYS module per user request. Several examples are included below.

19. Cut and paste an existing function to a different place within a timeline on an eFFBD.

20. Graphical driver now produces smooth circles, especially for large diagrams where curves are small.

21. New validation, construction and display logic associated with selecting the construct operation to insert a parallel, iteration or selection node for a selected function.

22. Specification and diagram names are now synchronised as the name is pulled from the saved equivalent or parent diagram.

23. When adding links/specifications to a diagram, terminator descriptions (created as Environment definitions) may now be created as well as specifications for the diagram’s symbols.

24. Numerous UI diagram definition and drawing improvements have been added in the modelling domains to increase efficiency and reduce “drawing” time.

Cradle-WEBA (Web Access) Changes

Cradle-5.1 includes improvements to the web browser UI to the Cradle database. Image frames within item templates are now supported in this module. You also have the ability to view matrices and tables previously defined in WorkBench views. Web Access also now records change details for items when appropriate. 

Cradle-WRK (WorkBench) Changes

Cradle WorkBench, a customisable tool for both browsing and manipulating a Cradle database, has new and improved user preferences, popup text layout and re-defined menu entries to make it easier to use. Specific changes include:

25. Re-distribution of UI text and details.

26. Proportional font used in text areas.

27. User preference added to allow drag and drop within the same tree. Note that this is not a default option – the default option is OFF.

28. Reports dialogue added whereby you can produce a report (exported table) containing a set of query results formatted to a particular view. If, for example, a user selects an element of a phase hierarchy, then WorkBench will automatically run the associated query or matrix, and using the Reports option will produce a report displaying the results of the query. Table styles can be extended, and titles added.

29. Option to not automatically look for linked items within query results, enabling faster queries.

30. A Find option to locate user-entered text anywhere in the items in the current query.

31. Creating links via drag and drop is now disallowed if the target node is the same as the source node.

32. CSV is now a supported option when exporting tables.

33. A diagram can be printed to RTF with the appropriate viewer launched automatically.

Please note that the above paragraphs provide only a brief overview of some of the new features of Cradle-5.1.

API

Cradle-5.1 provides an application programming interface (API) for C/C++ on UNIX and C/C++ and VB/VBA on Windows. This API allows users to create their own custom application that can read and write to/from the Cradle project databases.

3SL Website Updates

Once again, the 3SL website has been restructured to capitalise on the interests of our visitors. We provide informative information on the Cradle-5.1 product suite and offer an extensive Downloads capability within the Support area of the site. Available for download is the Cradle Release Notes, a comprehensive library of Cradle-related literature and documents – from overviews to Users Guides, the latest Cradle 5.1 software, and prior issues of the Newsletter. The current Cradle Price List is available upon request.

There is a dedicated section for our Cradle customers. Our users are able to enter a page dedicated to them to log support calls, request enhancements and monitor development progress within our tool suite. 

We make our latest software available for evaluation by issuing a temporary security code upon submission of an Evaluation Request Form via the website.

A complete set of available training modules for Cradle is also presented in the Support area of the website.

The number of visits to our website has increased by over 50% since the beginning of 2004. The number of hits in just November alone was well over 55,000 and the unique visitor count surpassed 2300. 

As a result, 2004 will be a record sales year for 3SL – due in part to both significant repeat sales and an expanded customer base. We thank you very much for your interest and support!   

Document Publisher Tool

Cradle-5.1 fine-tunes the Cradle Document Publisher tool for the production of high quality documents from information in a Cradle project database. The Document Publisher is only available for Windows-based Cradle systems.

The new version of the Document Publisher incorporates substantial additional functionality for the production of complex reports and documents, in particular allowing additional filtering and cross reference information reporting.

DEMO, Default Schema and Tutorial

The Cradle-5.1 release provides a new, informative Tutorial. This Tutorial is supported by a completely new demonstration project DEMO, and corresponding changes to the default project schema.

The new DEMO database reflects a much more comprehensive set of stakeholder, system and subsystem requirements for a sample project. Requirements traceability is demonstrated to all level of requirements, and carried into design with the inclusion of representative eFFBDs, DFDs, Use Cases and a Physical Architecture Diagram. Both a Product Breakdown Structure (PBS) and a System Breakdown Structure (SBS) are also presented for illustration purposes.

Cradle on Linux

Cradle is now supported on the Linux platform. Technically, we support any type of Linux using an operating system kernel that is version 2.4 or later.

Specifically, we support (and know that we run on) the following:

· Debian

· Fedora (RedHat) Core 1, 2 & 3

· Tau Linux release 1

· RedHat Enterprise 3.

Cradle 5.1 of course also runs on all the Windows and UNIX platforms as identified on our website.   

Cradle-5.1 How To Information

The 3SL SE technical staff have been assembling a collection of “How To” responses to frequently asked questions by new users, questions such as How to use privileges?, How to draw an eFFBD? or How to move a function on an eFFBD?.

It is our intent to share these responses in a series of articles in this and subsequent Newsletters in order to promote further insight into the capabilities of Cradle for our readers. 

In our last Newsletter, we introduced matrices as a major extension to the data presentation and display capabilities of WorkBench. Here, we would now like to show you How to Create a Matrix with views from Cradle WorkBench.

Matrices are a type of data display which allow tabular presentations of data in which:
34. The rows in the matrix are a set of items specified by a query

35. The columns in the matrix are a set of items specified by a query

36. The cells in the matrix are any of:

· A simple indicator of the existence of a cross reference between the item in the row and the item in the column

· One or more attributes of the cross references between these items

· One or more attributes of the item(s) from a third set of items that link the first set of items to the second set.

The following WorkBench snapshots depict how a matrix is created:

(For a formatted version of this newsletter, including screenshots and figures, click here.)
Old Newsletters

If you find this newsletter interesting and would either like to re-read previous ones, or to see what was in them if this is the first newsletter that you have received, we have copies of all newsletters in our website.

To get to these old newsletters, Select the Newsletter menu item (Support > Downloads > Newsletters) for a table of all previous newsletters: (you must have created a login account to the website and logged-in with this account to access any of the downloads):

(For a formatted version of this newsletter, including screenshots and figures, click here.)
Each newsletter is available in two forms, a plain form (this is how the newsletters are e-mailed to reduce their size) and a formatted version that includes screen shots and other graphics. All of these documents are Microsoft Word files, so you should be able to click each link and have the corresponding document open immediately in a new session of your web browser.

SUBSCRIBE / UNSUBSCRIBE

You have received this newsletter either because you contacted 3SL directly, or because you have opted-in to a mailing list that 3SL uses. Our policy is not to send unwanted e-mails. To unsubscribe from our list, click here.

If this e-mail has been sent to someone else, and you want to subscribe too, please click here.
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